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vided that he would confer the diadem of the Greek
Empire upon the Bulgarian Czars, and recognise
their present title. But nothing carne of this daring
proposition. Alexius III., the feeble successor of
Isaac on the Byzantine throne, made overtures of
peace to Asen, who indignantly refused them, and
the latter might have rivalled the exploits of Simeon,
and appeared before the gates of the Imperial capital,
had he not fallen a victim, in the midst of his career
of conquest, to the sword of an assassin. Among his
trusty comrades was a noble Bulgarian named Ivanko,
a man of giant stature and fierce passions. The Czar
suspected him of an intrigue with the Czarina's sister,
and summoned him to his presence to explain his con-
duct. Ivanko came with his sword concealed beneath
his clothes, and, when Asen, rnad with fury, rose to
smite him, he drew the weapon and plunged it into his
sovereign's heart. Thus perished in 1196, after barely
ten years of power, the energetic founder of the
Second Bulgarian Empire. The name of Asen is
still honoured by the people; distinguished men love
to call their sons after him, and, though much of his
career is obscure and his work has perished, the
memory of his race is cherished in Bulgaria,

Ivanko, although he had slain the Czar, was unable
to seize the diadem. Asen's second brother, Peter,
who had already governed a part of the country, at
once made himself master of Trnovo, and associated
his younger brother, Kalojan or Johannitz, with him
in the throne. But Peter's rnild and peaceful dis-
position displeased the warlike Bulgarians. Like his
eldest brother, he, too, fell by the hand of an assassin,